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WORSHIP SERVICE ~ DECEMBER 27, 2020 
 SERVICE OF LESSONS AND CAROLS 

 
SILENT MEDITATION “Brightest and best of the stars of the morning, dawn on our       
pathway and lend us your aid. Star of the east, the horizon adorning, guide where our   
infant Redeemer is laid.”  From the hymn, Brightest and Best by Reginald Heber 
 
The tradition of the “Festival of Nine Lessons and Carols” was established in England in 
1918 at the chapel of Kings College, Cambridge University. The Kings College service 
was first broadcast by radio in 1928 and has continued to this day.  This wonderful   
tradition has been duplicated in cathedrals and churches throughout America.  The Bible  
lessons begin in a very “non-Christmas-y” way, hailing back to the Creation story and the 
awkward drama in paradise. But isn’t creation a messy reality? Then God’s creative spirit 
threads its way through Bible history, rising powerfully yet humbly in the birth of Jesus—
beautiful in all its harsh reality. Each scripture passage is married to a Christmas carol 
befitting its message.  
 
GATHERING MUSIC    Carol Medley       Arr. By Mark Hayes 
 
WELCOME 
                          
CALL TO WORSHIP 
 
 
L: Wonder of wonders–the wolf shall dwell with the lamb. 
 
P: Wonder of wonders–the leopard shall lie down with the kid. 
 
L: Wonder of wonders–calf and lion together shall be led by a little child. 
 
P: Wonder of wonders–the nursing baby will play with the serpent, and a child will sit 
 unharmed by the venomous snake. 
 
L: Wonder of wonders–the Messiah shall judge for the world’s poor, for the meek, the 
 lowly, and the little of the earth. 
 
P: Wonder beyond wonders, grace upon grace, joy at the heart of joy. 
 
L: Let us bask in the wonder of Christmas.  Let us worship God. 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



*HYMN  (CH)  # 165  Once in Royal David’s City  
 

1 Once in royal David's city 
stood a lowly cattle shed, 
where a mother laid her baby 
in a manger for his bed: 
Mary was that Mother mild, 
Jesus Christ her little child. 

2 Christ came down to earth from heaven              
love incarnate for us all, 
and his shelter was a stable, 
and his cradle was a stall; 
with the poor, the scorned, the lowly, 
lived on earth our Savior holy. 

 
*UNISON PRAYER OF CONFESSION  
L: The Lord be with you. P: And also with you. L: Let us pray.  
ALL:  O God of creative love, Your Spirit fills the universe with life.  We know that the birth 
of Christ  means great changes for our world, yet we confess that change is difficult.  Many 
times we rebel at change and think it faithful to remain the same.  We fight to hold on to the 
status quo, whereas, You thrust change upon us as abruptly and thoroughly as a newborn 
demands.  Help us to give in to change with the love of a Mary and the trust of a Joseph.  
Then we too shall see new life grow in our midst.  Amen. 
 
*MOMENT OF SILENT CONFESSION  
 
*UNISON ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS  
Even in the mixture of our best desires and our worst stubbornness, God is always with us, 
gathering us in, comforting our wounds, gently nurturing us to new possibilities.  Let us give 
in to the power of God’s love.  This is God’s promise through Jesus our Lord.   
 
*THE LORD’S PRAYER (trespasses)   
 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.   
Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses,  

as we forgive those who trespass against us.   
And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil:  

for thine is the kingdom, and the power and the glory, forever.  Amen. 
 
GLORIA PATRI 

Glory Be To The Father    
and To The Son And To The Holy Ghost. 

as It Was In The Beginning,  
is Now And Ever Shall Be;                                                          

world Without End, Amen, Amen.  

3 Jesus is our childhood's pattern; 
day by day like us he grew, 
he was little, weak, and helpless, 
tears and smiles like us he knew; 
Thus he feels for our sadness, 
and he shares in all our gladness. 

4 And our eyes at last shall see him, 
through his own redeeming love; 
for that child who seemed so helpless, 
lives and reigns in heaven above; 
and he leads his children on 
to the place where he is gone. 



A SERVICE OF LESSONS AND CAROLS 
Nine Lessons and Carols (adapted) service from Kings College, Cambridge. 

 
LESSON 1             Genesis 3:8-15, 17-19                            Rev. Jim Gray 
*CAROL  (CH) # 104 Of the Father’s Love Begotten (verses 1 & 3) 
 
1 Of the Father's love begotten, 
ere the worlds began to be, 
Christ is Alpha and Omega, 
he the source, the ending he! 
Of the things that are, that have been, 
and that future years shall see, 
evermore and evermore!  
 
LESSON 2   Genesis 22: 15-18                                               Rev. Skip Dickinson                       
CAROL (CH) #160 Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming  
 
1 Lo, how a rose, e'er blooming, 
from tender stem hath sprung, 
of Jesse's lineage coming 
by faithful prophets sung; 
it came, a flow'ret bright, 
amid the cold of winter 
when half-spent was the night.  
 
LESSON 3   Isaiah 9:2, 6, 7                   Jane LoBrutto               
CAROL  (CH) # 150 Hark, the Herald Angels Sing (verses 1 & 3) 
 
1 Hark! the herald-angels sing, 
"Glory to the new-born King; 
peace on earth, and mercy mild, 
God and sinners reconciled!" 
Joyful, all ye nations, rise, 
join the triumph of the skies; 
with the angelic host proclaim, 
"Christ is born in Bethlehem." 
Hark, the herald-angels sing, 
"Glory to the new-born King!"  
 
LESSON 4   Isaiah 11: 1-3a, 4a, 6            Rev. Jim Gray 
CAROL  (CH) # 711 O Day of Peace that Dimly Shines  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1.  O day of peace that dimly shines 
through all our hopes and prayers and dreams, 
guide us to justice, truth, and love, 
delivered from our selfish schemes.  

2.  May swords of hate fall from our hands, 
our hearts from envy find release, 
till by God's grace our warring world 
shall see Christ's promised reign of peace. 

3. Then shall the wolf dwell with the lamb, 
nor shall the fierce devour the small; 
as beasts and cattle calmly graze, 
a little child shall lead them all. 
 
4.  Then enemies shall learn to love, 
all creatures find their true accord; 
the hope of peace shall be fulfilled, 
for all the earth shall know the Lord. 

3 Christ, to thee with God Creator, 
and O Holy Ghost, to thee, 
hymn and chant and high thanksgiving 
and unwearied praises be: 
Honor, glory, and dominion, 
and eternal victory, 
evermore and evermore!  

2 Isaiah 'twas foretold it, 
the rose I have in mind; 
with Mary we behold it, 
the virgin mother kind. 
To show God's love aright 
she bore to us a Savior 
when half-spent was the night.  

3 Hail, the heaven-born Prince of Peace! 
Hail the Sun of Righteousness! 
Light and life to all he brings, 
risen with healing in his wings, 
mild he lays his glory by, 
born that we no more may die, 
born to raise us from the earth, 
born to give us second birth. 
Hark, the herald-angels sing, 
"Glory to the new-born King!"  



PRAYER OF PASTORAL CARE 
 
ANTHEM  The Angel Gabriel From Heaven Came   (Basque Carol)  
 
                      

LESSON 5   Luke 1: 26-35, 38                    Rev. Skip Dickinson                 
CAROL (CH) #143  Joy to the World (verse 1 & 3) 
 
1 Joy to the world, the Lord is come! 
Let earth receive her King; 
let every heart prepare him room, 
and heaven and nature sing, 
and heaven and nature sing, 
and heaven, and heaven and nature sing.  
 
 
LESSON 6   Luke 2: 1, 3-7                    Jane LoBrutto 
CAROL (CH) #147 Away in a Manger  
 
1 Away in a manger, no crib for a bed, 
the little Lord Jesus laid down his sweet head. 
The stars in the sky looked down where he lay, 
the little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
LESSON 7   Luke 2: 8-16                          Rev. Skip Dickinson                 
CAROL (CH) #155 Angels We Have Heard on High (verses 1, 2 & 3) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3 He rules the world with truth and grace, 
and makes the nations prove 
the glories of his righteousness 
and wonders of his love, 
and wonders of his love, 
and wonders, wonders of his love.  

2 The cattle are lowing, the baby awakes, 
but little Lord Jesus, no crying he makes. 
I love thee, Lord Jesus! Look down from the sky, 
and stay by my cradle till morning is nigh.  

3 Be near me, Lord Jesus, I ask thee to stay 
close by me for ever, and love me, I pray. 
Bless all the dear children in thy tender care, 
and fit us for heaven, to live with thee there.  

1 Angels we have heard on high 
sweetly singing o'er the plains, 
and the mountains in reply 
echoing their joyous strains. 

Refrain: 
Gloria, in excelsis Deo! 
Gloria, in excelsis Deo! 

2 Shepherds, why this jubilee? 
Why your joyous strains prolong? 
What the gladsome tidings be, 
Which inspire your heavenly song? 
[Refrain]  

3 Come to Bethlehem and see 
Christ, who comes in lowly birth. 
Come, adore on bended knee 
Jesus, joy of heav'n and earth. 
[Refrain]  



LESSON 8   Matthew 2:1-12                                  Jane LoBrutto 
*CAROL (CH) #172 We Three Kings (verse 1 & 2 ) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
LESSON 9   John 1: 1-14                                 Rev. Jim Gray  
*CAROL (CH)  #148  O Come All Ye Faithful (verse 1, 2 & 4) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
   
*BENEDICTION    
         
*CHORAL BENEDICTION (CH) # 167 Go Tell It on the Mountain 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
POSTLUDE   Go Tell It on the Mountain       Arr. By Robert Lau  

1 We three kings of Orient are, 
bearing gifts we traverse afar 
field and fountain, moor and mountain, 
following yonder star. 

Refrain  
O star of wonder, star of night, 
star with royal beauty bright, 
westward leading, still proceeding, 
guide us to thy perfect light. 

 

2 Born a King on Bethlehem’s plain, 
gold I bring to crown him again 
King forever, ceasing never, 
over us all to reign.  
 
Refrain  
 
 

1 O come, all ye faithful, 
joyful and triumphant, 
O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem; 
come and behold him, 
born the King of angels: 

Refrain 
O come, let us adore him, 
O come, let us adore him, 
O come, let us adore him,                           
Christ the Lord! 

2 Sing, choirs of angels, 
sing in exultation, 
sing, all ye citizens of heaven above! 
Glory to God,                                                      
all glory in the highest;  
Refrain 

4 Yea, Lord, we greet thee, 
born for our salvation, 
Jesus, to thee be all glory given; 
Word of the Father, 
now in flesh appearing:  
Refrain 

Refrain: 
Go tell it on the mountain, 
over the hills and everywhere. 
Go tell it on the mountain 
that Jesus Christ is born. 

1 While shepherds kept their watching 
o'er silent flocks by night, 
behold throughout the heavens, 
there shone a holy light. [Refrain] 

2 The shepherds feared and trembled 
when, lo! above the earth, 
rang out the angel chorus 
that hailed the Savior's birth: [Refrain] 

3 Down in a lonely manger 
the humble Christ was born, 
and God sent us salvation 
that blessed Christmas morn. [Refrain] 



Our thanks to all listed below that donated the beautiful poinsettias  
 

Nan Leach     In loving memory of Howard Leach 
Nan Leach     In loving memory of Mavis Larson 
Doris Ibbetson    In memory of loved ones 
Dotty Thompson    In loving memory of all my family 
Lynne & Scott Welsh   Merry Christmas! 
Meg Mithoefer    In loving memory of my father,  Jim Mithoefer  
Meg Mithoefer    In loving memory of my mother, Peg Keeler 
Meg Mithoefer    In loving memory of my daughter, Amanda Morris 
Susan Rawls    In memory of Dorothy Kaveny 
Susan Rawwls    In memory of Peggy Werner 
Susan Rawls    In memory of  Jim McCLure 
Linda O’Leary    In loving memory of Mom and Dad 
Nancy & Bob Faesy   With love & congratulations to Mariah & Brad 
           Who “eloped” in November! 
Emily Smack    In loving memory of Bonnie Franklin 
Emily Smack     In memory of Bill Smack 
Joann Limbacher    With love to the family 
Debra Welsh    In loving memory of Carol B. Welsh & Carol P. Welsh 
Debra Welsh    In memory of loved ones 
Donna & David Hontz    In memory of Jack and John Hontz 
Linda & Phil Chapman   To making the Sanctuary even more beautiful 
Barbara Mihalke    In memory of Bunny Howard & Ann Tisdale 
Mary Ann Essex & Joaan McNulty  In memory of Muggs & Victor Bennett 
The Hittle Family    In memory of loved ones 
Judy Barrows    In loving memory of Bill Barrows 
Grapshi Family    In memory of all our loved ones 
Anonymous    In celebration of all our Dorset Church Elementary to 
       College Kids for Pandemic Perseverance   

 
PRAYER LIST Our prayer list is a network of love and faith in the power of prayer.  We     
receive these names from members and friends of our church who hold these Individuals  
up in their own prayer life for God’s healing and strength upon them. 
 
IMMEDIATE NEEDS  PRAYER CONCERNS:  Baby James; Ched Evans and family;          
Andrew Leeds; Doris Ibbetson; Mary Abbott Ludki; Terry Archard; Tyler Kennedy; Frank;  
Jameson Gray Pelton; Betsy LaVecchia; Vern James;  Audrey Brass; Carl Hedman; Mary 
Deyo; Henry Croff; Evan Barberis; Barbara West; Hayward Day; Dick & Linda Buswell;        
Susan Reiss; McKenzie  Cahill; Andrew Oltman; Nate & Allie Webster; Kenny & the      
Kunisch Family; Richard White; Rand Snyderman; Sandy Cary; Claire; Jackie and Mike; 
Erin Pixley Thurston; Diane & Chip Wilson; Garry DuFour; Zanah Perry;  Desiree  Hazelton; 
Christal Mattison; Vicky Houston; Sally Wichert; Kurt Trumbetic; Gladys; Andrew Ross; 
John Griffith; Martha Bowen; Dan; Jackson Asher Krauss; Marcia; Liz Pitcher and family, 
Duane Sandhage; Tony Irvin; in the Dorset Church for the AA Group that is struggling to 
have in person meetings;  in the Vermont Conference for Federated church of East          
Arlington; and in the UCC,  for the ministers of the UCC all over the world, who have       
struggled to keep parishioners healthy and spiritually filled throughout the COVID pandemic 



 
 

LONG-TERM PRAYER CONCERNS:  Sherill Hazelton; Ed Sherowski; Jenny Hopkins;       
Alicia; Mary, Rob & Rowan Hamilton; Richard & Robin Krauss; John & Nancy Fleming; 
Tracey & Kiley; Rachel & Kingston; Ralph; Sue Washburn; Michael M.; Maryann Dellinger; 
Sarah Quinlan; Ginny & Jim Lucas; Pam Parker; Toddy Quinlan; Jennifer H.; Ellen Mitchell; 
Debbie Michota; Kimberly & Michael White; Mandy; Linda; Betty Speight; Margaret           
Greenway; Norma Will; Don Will; Judy Dunn; Destiny Dundon; Evelyn Tobin; Rita Robson; 
Lars Pearson; Ann Dumas; Cassia Duran; Shelly Krauss; Diane, Russ & Julie Dwyer; Eric  
& Manda Meacham; Betty Abbott; Charlie Thompson; Emily Metcalf; Steve Saunders; 
Reeve & Essie Cantus; Wade Schuman; Chris Willis; Leigh & Dan Krauss; Stuart Oltman; 
Theron Troumbley;  Sarah; Theresa Slocumb; Julia Pitcher; Natalie Ciccone; Calder;         
Jennifer  Cready; Rich; Pat Lipinski; Chris C.; Jack & Marty; Sherry Harsh; Liz LaVigne;  
Linda Bushee; Joe V.; Matthew Sargent; Kyle; John Bordner; Emily Smack; Mark Miksis; 
Wayne Hemmingway; Thomas; Tracey; Eric; Fran; Jerry Schafer; Kris McKeighan;         
Maddison Morse; Chris & Mason Ward; Deb White; Petra & her three grandchildren; Grace 
Wise; Jean Stannard; Shirley Simpson; Linda Boyd; Kay Kwasniewski; Doug & Marilyn  
LaBarr; Phil Ehret; Barbara Howland; Betty Cochran; Lois  Acton; Fergus Cochran; Monroe 
Parks; Michael Park; Bud Welsh; David Brownell; Brian, Amanda, Sophie &  Benjamin 
Krauss; Dody Daly; Amy Dunn; John Pitcher; Marcia Goldstein; Ray Foster; Douglas White; 
Mary Buchmayer; Lisa Genco Shelton; Doris Chartrand; Glen Hall; Kathy Mazeck; Kathryn          
Carrington; Dr. B & P; Sue Bamford; George Smith; Rob Somers. 

  

ANNOUNCEMENTS  

The CHRISTMAS FUND 2020 ~ This is one of the Special UCC Mission Offerings and 
part of the  “Five for Five” collections our denomination asks us to participate in.  
Over 100 years ago the Pension Boards of the United Church of Christ created the          
Christmas Fund for the Veterans of the Cross and the Emergency Fund, to help         
support clergy  in retirement and during times of emergent need. The Christmas Fund     
provides Supplementation of Small  Annuities and  Health  Premiums, Emergency Grants, 
and Christmas “Thank You” Gift  checks for retirees. Join with others in the UCC to make 
“the light shine in the darkness” for those who have given so much to our church.  
Checks may be made to the Dorset Church with memo “Christmas Fund.” Thank you. The 
Mission Committee. 

 
2021 WEEKLY ENVELOPES The new sets of weekly envelopes for 2021 are 
ready.  Please call the office to  arrange a time for pick up.   If you haven’t signed 
up for envelopes, and would like to have them, please let us know.   
 
PLEASE HELP US KEEP THE CHURCH BEAUTIFUL FOR OUR VIDEO        
FILMING SESSIONS The 2021 flower chart is now in the office, please call         
867-2260 and we’ll help you pick the Sunday you would like to provide the          
flowers for the altar.   

 
ANNUAL MEETING - The Cabinet voted at their last meeting to postpone the meeting until 
Sunday, March 14, 2021 as more time is needed to prepare due to the COVID pandemic.   
 
ANNUAL REPORTS DEADLINE All board and Committees need to submit their Annual 
Report to the office for preparation of the church’s 2020 Annual Report.  The deadline is 
Monday, February 15, 2021  
 


