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March 18, 2020 
 
Dear Dorset Church Members and Friends, 
 
The corona virus has created challenging times for everyone.  Life routines that we 
enjoy have all been compromised.  We are all stressed and searching for how to love 
and be loved. The church is no different. 
 
Last Sunday after a sparse worship service, the Dorset Church Cabinet voted to close 
our church building to all worship, committee and board meetings, and community 
usage. The building will be closed until at least Sunday, April 5, 2020.  This was in 
consultation with Dee Myrvang, Public Health Specialist for the State of Vermont.   I had 
hoped to continue our midweek small group meetings (Lenten Film Festival, Bible Study 
and Book Study) but they overrode that idea.  The government’s medical advice proved 
the Cabinet wise. Obviously, the challenge will be to continue ministry in some form 
without any physical church gatherings.  To that end, we have several ideas at this 
point:   
 

 We are in the process of forming a church-wide buddy system to link vulnerable 
people with volunteers.  For volunteers, the minimum is to make a daily phone 
call to boost people’s spirits and to go shopping for those who must not go out, 
leaving any purchases at a front door.  If you want to be part of “The Buddy 
System” because you want to receive the service or because you would like to 
volunteer, call the office at 802-867-2260. 

 
 We are working on creating a version of online worship with Rev. Gray and Tom 

Salmon.  A link will be posted on our website:  www.dorsetchurch.org, and on our 
Facebook page, Dorset Church.  We will also email the link to our contact list.  If 
you don’t have internet access, we are happy to snail mail copies of the 
message.  Again, please call us at 802-867-2260 to add your address to our 
mailing list.      

 
 We are working on developing a midweek home church experience that includes 

a short video chat with Rev. Gray and a Lenten film suggestion for you to rent at 
home.  We will provide a study guide for you to discuss.  We will email a link 
once we are set up.  

 
 Miss Paula is working on a Sunday School experience for our youngsters that will 

be snail mailed to their homes each week.  Email correspondence will continue 
as well.   
 

 On a daily basis, turn to the church website and Facebook page for inspirational 
devotions.   

 
 
 

http://www.dorsetchurch.org/


 
Meanwhile here at church, the office is staffed to take phone calls, check emails and 
continue with the work of the church.  We will increase our phone contact with the 
congregation, to field your questions and suggestions in these challenging times. 
 
All hospitals and nursing homes have forbidden visitors unless under extreme 
circumstances, but Rev. Gray is interested in bringing home communion and Jane 
LoBrutto purchased a creative communion product where there is no touching of 
elements except by the person receiving.   Rev. Gray will wear a mask and gloves when 
visiting.  Since we are detached from our normal grapevine of news and need, we will 
depend on you to call us for a visit.   
 
Suffice it to say we will all need prayers and good thoughts constantly flowing and 
connecting us in these times when social distancing and isolation is a must.   
 
Many times throughout history the Church of Jesus Christ has gotten through challenge 
and trials.  So will we. 
 
Shalom, 
 

 
 
Rev. Dr. James H. Gray 
 
 
P.S.  The funeral for Mary Coolidge will now be a graveside service on Saturday,  
         March 21st at 11:00 AM at Maple Hill Cemetery. 
  
 

 


