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You can't tell from walking by the building, but the United Church of Christ (The 
Church House) national headquarters downtown Cleveland houses a chapel that 
honors a famous 19

th
 Century slave revolt. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Amistad Chapel, on the first floor of the UCC building at 700 Prospect Ave in the  
historic Gateway neighborhood, is named after La Amistad, the schooner on which 
held a 1839 uprising at sea and a subsequent trial that led to 
slaves on board being set free. 

"Members of a predecessor denomination of the UCC             
Congregational Churches were involved in seeking justice for 

the Amistad captives all the way to the 
Supreme Court."  

Nautical shapes, themes and artwork 
can be seen throughout the space. 
Carvings of a ship, lighthouse, fish and 
anchor grace the front of the tall, slender 
pipe organ. The chapel's oval-shaped          
sanctuary mimics the hull of a ship, and 
the curved shape of the high-backed  seating resembled the 
interior of a boat. Overhead is a tiered, frosted glass art     
fixture suspended from the ceiling. 

 

http://amistad.uccpages.org/


 

"The glass is embedded with prisms, which are 
rainbow refractions that remind of the UCC's       
commitment to a multicultural, multi-ethnic open 
and affirming church that is accessible to all." Small 
light bulbs ring the tiered glass. 

"The ceiling is designed to be the sun or the moon 
shining down over the ship,"  "The lights mimic the stars that helped to navigate La 
Amistad through dark waters at night." 

The communion table directly under 
the frosted glass also is oval 
shaped, has wood spokes and 
brings to mind the compass of a 
ship. The table legs are shaped like 
rudders. 

"Everything here is architecturally         
significant." "In fact, the space was        
designed by members of the UCC          
Fellowship of Architects, a group of 
professional architects from across 
the country who are UCC members." 

Amistad Chapel ties into the United 
Church of Christ's historic mission of 
bringing about  social justice. The          
denomination had a significant role 
in the Underground Railroad and the 
fight to end slavery, the Suffragette          
movement, the right for people to         
marry across racial lines and, most        
recently, the right to  marriage  
equality. 

The building that houses the UCC       
formerly had AT&T offices. The UCC 
took the space over in the late 
1980's, and the first floor sat empty 
for a few years. About 130 people 
work in the UCC building. There are 
nine floors, but the top two are 
closed except for special functions, 

and regional and national meetings. The UCC has more than 5,000 churches and 
one million members around the  country. 



A baptismal font in the entryway of the chapel 
not only symbolizes the Christian rite of baptism 
but holds moving, audible water as if at sea. 
The wavy patterned tile at the base of the font 
makes it look as if a pebble has been dropped 
in the water, creating ripples moving outward. 

 

 

 

Along with the oval, schooner-inspired shape of the space,     
other elements nod to La Amistad. The communion table,         
high-back benches, lectern and processional cross are made of 
Iroko wood from Sierra Leone, home of the enslaved people on 
board La Amistad. The pillars are coated with Iroko wood. The 
processional cross is edged with refracting glass that catches 
the sun streaming through the expansive front windows that 
face Prospect Avenue. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This Amistad Chapel cross is made out of Iroko wood and is 
edged with refracting glass that catches the sun streaming 
through the large front windows that face Euclid Avenue  

The chapel was installed on the UCC's building first floor 
in 1999 as a place for the staff to worship. In 2013, a new 
UCC congregation formed there, with worship open to the 
public. Services are Sundays at 10 a.m., with free parking 
at the garage next door until 11 a.m. 
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