
STUDY GUIDE FOR THE MOVIE "WHALE RIDER "

With the schools on vacation and everyone "sheltering in place", I picked an
especially appropriate film for our "church movie night", "The Whale Rider ". It's
resurrection themes will be obvious, although adults may need to point out the
symbolism to the youngest of our church children. But symbolism aside, the
movie is heart-warming, captivating and memorable. It's message will send you to
bed feeling good. It is also very educational about the Maori tribe of New
Zealand, a culture about which many westerners know little. The cinematography
is beautiful and just what we need in these days of quarantine and Vermont's
so-called "Springtime". For those who had planned a vacation and the virus has
canceled it, "Whale Rider" is a vacation for the soul. Enjoy.

**********************************
You Tube   

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=77nDx8vBb34 
Amazon Prime

https://www.amazon.com/gp/video/detail/amzn1.dv.gti.80b33352-bbcd-f3
28-5740-de03bbe50cea?autoplay=1   

1. Al! four gospels (Matthew, Mark, Luke and John) have different Easter stories
that emphasize different themes, but the one I'd read for "Whale Rider" is Mark's
Gospel. Read 16:1-1 1 and discuss similarities between Paikea's story and Jesus'
life and death.

2. Discuss the role of women in "The Whale Rider" and the Patriarchal religion of

Jesus' time. Look up Luke 8:1-3, Acts 9:36-42, Luke 7:36-50,

3. In the society of Jesus' time, "legal witnesses" could not be women, because
their point of view was considered flawed and hysterical. What does it say about
the resurrection that the first witnesses were women.

4. In "The Whale Rider" the whale is the symbol of life's origin. The fact that
Paikea rides the whale blends the feminine with origins of life. The bible has a
strong parallel to this. Read Proverbs 8:22-9:1

5. The institution of the church still struggles with the place and power of women

and the worth of the feminine voice. How does "Whale Rider" speak to the certain
churches?

6. How does Paikea's self-sacrifice reflect the life of Jesus?
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