
August 2, 2020

SCRIPTURE LESSON   Micah 6:6-8, Amos 5:24,  Luke 4:16-21 

Micah 6:6-8  What God Requires

6 ‘With what shall I come before the Lord,
   and bow myself before God on high?
Shall I come before him with burnt-offerings,
   with calves a year old?
7 Will the Lord be pleased with thousands of rams,
   with tens of thousands of rivers of oil?
Shall I give my firstborn for my transgression,
   the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?’
8 He has told you, O mortal, what is good;
   and what does the Lord require of you
but to do justice, and to love kindness,
   and to walk humbly with your God?

Amos 5:23-24
“Take away from me the noise of your songs; I will not listen to the melody of your
harps. But let justice roll down like waters, and righteousness like an ever-flowing
stream.”

Luke 4:16-21 

When he came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up, he went to the
synagogue on the Sabbath day, as was his custom. He stood up to read,
and the scroll of the prophet Isaiah was given to him. He unrolled the scroll
and found the place where it was written:
‘The Spirit of the Lord is upon me,
   because he has anointed me
     to bring good news to the poor.
He has sent me to proclaim release to the captives
   and recovery of sight to the blind,
     to let the oppressed go free,
to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.’
And he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant, and sat down. The
eyes of all in the synagogue were fixed on him. Then he began to say to
them, ‘Today this scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing.’



SERMON Holy Friendship                

LET US PRAY:

O God of Love, O God of Truth;
Let us say strong things gently
 and gentle things strongly.
Let us speak the truth in love to all
 and love the truth that lives in each.
Let us hear the truth as we each need it 
and live that truth.
O God, we heed it through Jesus
our brother and our Lord.  Amen. 

Today as I begin, I want to explain that this sermon will be shared today by

both Rev. Jordan (Skip) Dickinson and myself.  We have been working

closely together for the past six weeks while Rev. Gray has been on

Sabbatical. It is an honor and privilege  to work with Skip and I enjoyed our

collaboration as we worked together to compile the homily  of our service

today.   I made the suggestion that we might have a sermon based on

social justice in today’s world.  As the conversation flowed we  began to talk

about how difficult a time this is.  The pandemic has stressed almost

everyone.  The regular “normalcy of life” has changed.  Then we talked a bit

about the racial issues that we are facing in our nation.  We talked just a bit

about George Floyd and how his death has brought to our attention the

work that is still needed and warranted to help bring all of us to an

understanding of the racial problems that are at the surface of our lives. 

With that discussion, it reminded me of the movie Amistad and the story

behind it.  It was one of the movies that Rev. Gray had suggested during the

“stay at home order,” after the George Floyd’s death.   It is also one of the

movie that we show to our Confirmation class.  

We show the movie right before we are to begin our trip to the UCC



National Offices in Cleveland, Ohio.  I thought we might talk a bit about why

we think it is an important lesson for our youth to learn.  Skip and I both

think it might shed a light on our denomination and our deep seated roots of

Congregationalism.  We don’t often talk about the denomination of the

United Church of Christ and I don’t think many of you have visited our

national offices.  So we thought it might be a good way to develop this

homily.

AMISTAD–I don’t know if any of you know the meaning of the word.  But I

believe it’s where we need to start. Amistad is the Spanish word for

Friendship.  As we step inside the National offices–we greeted by a

Security guard, I often say to Jim–this is not the welcome I imagine–or one

that kids get even a little excited about–but “The Church House” our

national office –is located in the inner city of Cleveland and I guess the

security guard is a necessity.  But as we stand in the lobby, waiting for our

tour guide...I hear the sound of water–like a small babbling brook...it’s

calling me to look left and as I do there it is the entrance to the Amistad

Chapel. Built to replicate the sense of being aboard the ship, the chapel has

beautiful wooden seats with lumber brought from Africa.   It is hard to

explain the feeling of history that envelopes me as I enter the chapel. I have

watched the movie, I know the story, I am submerged with the eerie sense

of shame of the history of slavery and racism in our nation.  But my feelings

of faith, of hope and of God’s grace come to life as I listen to the story of the

brave and faithful people that stood up for the captives, for the people who

truly stepped forward as disciples of Jesus Christ.  Ready to pray in holy

friendship and ready to sacrifice in order to right the terrible wrong.

For in reality, La Amistad was a 19th-century two-masted schooner of about

120 feet. In 1839 it was owned by Ramón Ferrer, a Spanish national. Strictly



speaking, La Amistad was not a slave ship, as it was not designed to

transport large cargoes of slaves, nor did it engage in the Middle Passage

of Africans to the Americas. The ship engaged in the shorter, domestic

coastwise trade around Cuba and islands and coastal nations in the

Caribbean. The primary cargo carried by La Amistad was sugar-industry

products. It carried a limited number of passengers and, on occasion,

slaves being transported for delivery or sale around the island. Such

were the circumstances in 1839, when the ship was carrying 53 African

captives, members of the Mendi tribe of present day Sierra Leone.  Let us

watch now as the forebears of our denomination took their brave new steps

toward freedom and discipleship. 

INSERT AMISTAD VIDEO 

    



The story and video we have heard and seen reminds us of the place

played by the Amistad movement in the history of our Congregational

churches.  A Spanish cargo ship that also carried slaves called Amistad

which in Spanish means “Friendship.”  Holy Friendship sounds like a task

indeed..

In 1846,  the American Missionary Association (AMA)  ‘was founded by

leaders of both races were political abolitionists, against slavery. They were

members of the Liberty and the Free Soil parties, all were opposed to the

return of blacks to Africa; and all were members of liberal congregations. 

All believed in the equality of the races and insisted on integration in their

activities.”       Hidden Histories in the UCC, Barbara Brown Zikmund, ed. © 1984

In addition to other mission efforts the AMA founded more than 500 schools

and colleges for freedmen of the South during and after the Civil War,

spending more money for that purpose than the Freedman’s Bureau of the

federal government.  

A powerful black spokesman, W.E.B. DuBois wrote:

  “This was the gift of New England to the freed Negro, not alms, but a

friend; not cash,  but character.   The teachers in these institutions came not

to keep the Negroes in their place, but to raise them out of the places of

defilement where slavery had wallowed them.   The colleges they founded

were social settlements; homes where the 

   best of the sons of freedmen came in close and sympathetic touch with

the best traditions of New England.  They lived and ate together, studied



and worked, hoped and  hearkened to the dawning light.”  Such was the

testimony of WEB DuBois in his book, The Souls of Black Folk (published in

1973).Quoted in Hidden Histories in the UCC.

In these days- today, we have been honoring John Lewis.    

Congressional Representative John Lewis, a son of sharecroppers and an

apostle of nonviolence, who was bloodied at Selma and across the Jim Crow

South in the historic struggle for racial equality, and who carried a mantle of

moral authority into Congress, died (two weeks ago) on Friday, July 17. He was

80.       John Lewis 1940-2020 "Civil Rights Icon Turned Conscience  of Congress"  New York Times

Sunday, July 19, 2020 

                                                                                                           

When the honor guard placed Representative John Lewis's coffin in the Capitol

Rotunda on Monday, the civil rights hero's body lay upon the same catafalque

that President Abraham Lincoln's did. Two words on the masks of Black Caucus

Congressmen and women attending were one of Mr. Lewis's favorite phrases: 

"Good Trouble,", encouraging people to stand up against injustice. House

Speaker Nancy Pelosi played parts of Mr. Lewis's 2014 commencement address

at Emory University in Atlanta in which he implored students to "find a way to

get into trouble --good trouble, necessary trouble." in confronting an unjust

status quo.    (NYT Tues, July 28): " Lewis is Honored in Capitol as Part of 'Pantheon of Patriots.'

John Lewis and others in sit-ins in the Jim Crow South, and on the Mississippi

Freedom Rides were trained thoroughly in nonviolence. He recalled there was

never an incident of hitting back during the Freedom Rides. "We were prepared

to die for what we believed in."  "Everyone has a spark of the divine. We don't



have a right to abuse that spark of the divine in another person."  "Don't give up,.

Never give up." As Martin Luther King, Jr. said, "Just love the hell out of

everybody."  "Be prepared to suffer."  "Find a way to dramatize the issue. Get in

the way."  "We love our country....   When you pray you've got to move your

feet." 

Krista Tippett interviewed John Lewis in Montgomery, Alabama in 2013 as he

was leading a bipartisan Congressional Civil Rights Pilgrimage through parts of

the South. [Replayed on the radio this past Sunday AM.]: 

John Lewis , and so many others today, remind us that we are all called to

pray, and to move our feet, for social and racial justice.  We can be grateful for

the strong history against racism in our church.  We belong to Jesus and the

Hebrew prophets who were before him.  And now  you and I are called to be

witnesses for racial justice and harmony, for  a Holy Friendship in these days .

May we prepare ourselves for communion with our Lord and each other by

words from the hymn,    O For a World Where Everyone                                       

O for a world where everyone respects each other’s way, 

where love is lived and all is done with justice and with praise.

 

 O for a world where goods are shared and misery relieved,

  where truth is spoken, children spared, equality achieved.

We welcome one world family and struggle with each choice

that opens us to unity and gives our vision voice.  Amen. 



Pastoral Prayer for Dorset Church Communion Sunday, August 2, 23020

Out of the depths we cry to you, O God, because the injustice in our land and in the

world is so much to behold and to bear.   We cry out for those who are killed, for those

who are abused, enslaved, raped and treated as less than your children.

We cry out to you, O God, for the children of our world who go hungry, especially

during this time of the pandemic.   We thank you for all who help feed the hungry near

and far.

On this day as we remember the Amistad Event and the 53 captives held aboard

that ship as slaves. …   we pause to give you thanks for their faith and their inspiration.  

We remember the faithful believers of our churches who took up the Amistad cause and

fought to secure their rights as Africans brought in chains to this land.   We thank you for

calling each and every one of us not just to remember, but to act to make a difference in

our world today.

We pray for everyone who is affected by COVID 19, for all who have fallen ill and

for those who treat them.   Be with all hospital staff and health-care workers. Grant them

courage and enduring patience especially when events are overwhelming.  Lead us all in

deeper community and the sharing of your Spirit in these and all times.

We lift up in prayer those on our church’s prayer list. Hear, O Lord, our prayers for:

… 

O God, we are your people and this is your church; you challenge us to act as your

presence in this world.  We thank you you’ve given to your church the Light of hope to

shine.   O God, we give you thanks for the gift of Jesus Christ, whose love and

compassion gives us strength for today and hope for tomorrow and in whose name we lift

this prayer.  Amen.


