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1. The Way It Is    – Bruce Hornsby  
 

Standing in line marking time,  

waiting for the welfare dime, 

‘Cause they can’t buy a job. 

The man in the silk suit hurries by,  

as he catches the poor old ladies’ eyes, 

Just for fun he says, “Get a job.” 

 

(Chorus)  

 

 That’s just the way it is,  

Some things will never change. 

That’s just the way it is, 

Ah, but don’t you believe them.  

 

They say “Hey, little boy, you can’t go where the others go 

‘Cause you don’t look like they do” 

Said “Hey old man how can you stand to think that way, 

Did you really think about it before you made the rules?”  

He said, “Son… 

 

(Chorus)  

 

Well they passed a law in ‘sixty-four  

to give those who ain’t got a little more, 

But it only goes so far. 

Cause the law don’t change another’s mind 

 when all it sees at the hiring time 

Is the line on the color bar.  

 

(Chorus)  

 
 
 



2.  Black and White (The Ink is Black) – Alan Roberts/Earl Robinson 
 

 

The ink is black, the page is white 

Together we learn to read and write, to read and write 

And now a child can understand 

This is the law of all the land, all the land 

 

Their robes were black, the heads were white 

The schoolhouse doors were closed so tight, were closed so tight. 

Nine judges all set down their names 

To end the years and years of shame, years of shame.  

 

The slate is black, the chalk is white 

The words stand out so clear and bright, so clear and bright. 

And now at last we plainly see 

The alphabet of Liberty, Liberty! 

 

A child is black, a child is white 

The whole world looks upon the sight, a beautiful sight. 

For very well the whole world knows 

This is the way that freedom grows, freedom grows. 

 

The world is black, the world is white 

It turns by day and turns by night, it turns by night. 

It turns so each and everyone 

Can take their stations in the sun, in the sun.  

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 



3.  Hymn 681: O God, We Bear the Imprint of Your Face 
 





4.  Hymn 631:   Lift Every Voice and Sing 



 



5.  Talkin’ About a Revolution – Tracy Chapman 

 

(Chorus)  

Don’t you know they’re talking about a revolution 

It sounds like a whisper (repeat)  

 

While they’re standing in the welfare lines, 

Crying at the doorsteps of those armies of salvation 

Wasting time in the unemployment lines, 

Sitting around waiting for a promotion 

(Chorus)  

Poor people gonna rise up and get their share 

Poor people gonna rise up and take what’s theirs 

 

Don’t you know you better run, run, run….. 

Oh I said you better run, run, run….. 

 

Yes finally the tables are starting to turn 

Talking ‘bout a revolution (repeat) 

(Chorus)  



6. Shed a Little Light     - James Taylor 

 

Oh, let us turn our thoughts today to Martin Luther King 

And recognize that there are ties between us. 

All men and women living on the earth, 

Ties of hope and love of sister and brotherhood. 

That we are bound together in our desire to see the world become 

A place in which our children can grow free and strong. 

We are bound together by the task that stands before us 

And the road that lies ahead. We are bound and we are bound. 

 

There is a feeling like the clenching of a fist. 

There is a hunger in the center of the chest. 

There is a passage through the darkness and the mist. 

And though the body sleeps, the heart will never rest. 

 

(Chorus) 

 

Shed a little light, oh Lord, so that we can see. 

Just a little light , oh Lord. 

Wanna stand it on up, stand it on up, oh Lord.  

Wanna walk it on down. Shed a little light , oh Lord.  

 

Can’t get no light from the dollar bill. 

Don’t give me no light from the T.V. screen. 

When I open my eyes, I wanna drink my fill from the well on the hill. 



7.    Hymn 628:  Precious Lord, Take My Hand 



8.  It’s a Long Way – Bill Harley 

Thinking ‘bout the people that came here before: It’s a long, long way 

Mothers and fathers from a distant shore: It’s a long, long way 

Some came for freedom, some came for land: It’s a long, long way 

Some came bound and shackled hand in hand: It’s a long, long way 

(Chorus)  

It’s a long way: with many miles behind us 

It’s a long way: with many more to go 

It’s a long way: ‘til tomorrow finds us 

It’s a long, long way, It’s a long, long way 

 

Some came with dreams of power, some came with dreams of gold 

Some came with whatever their two hands would hold 

No matter how you got here, no matter how 

We’re all in the same boat now 

(Chorus)  

If you want to go, you can’t get there all by yourself 

If you want to go, you’ve got to bring somebody else 

It’s a long hard road, it’s a long steep climb 

Reach back your hand, don’t leave anyone behind 

(Chorus)  

When I was a boy, once I heard a man 

He said he had a dream about the promised land 

He said I may not get there and neither may you 

But our children’s children may see it come true 

(Chorus) 



9. The Times They Are a-Changin’ – Bob Dylan 

 

Come gather round people wherever you roam 

And admit that the waters around you have grown 

And accept it that soon you’ll be drenched to the bone 

If your time to you is worth savin’ 

Then you better start swimmin’ or you’ll sink like a stone 

For the times they are a-changin’ 

 

Come writers and critics who prophesy with your pens 

And keep your eyes wide, the chance won’t come again 

And don’t speak too soon for the wheel’s still in spin 

And there’s no tellin’ who that it’s namin’ 

For the loser now may be later to win 

For the times they are a-changin’ 

 

Come senators, congressmen, please heed the call 

Don’t stand in the doorways don’t block up the hall 

For those who get hurt will be those who have stalled 

There’s a battle outside and it’s ragin’ 

It’ll soon shake your windows and rattle your walls 

For the times they are a-changin’ 

 

Come mothers and fathers throughout the land 

And don’t criticize what you don’t understand 

Your sons and your daughters are beyond your command 

Your old road is rapidly aging 

Please get out of the new one if you can’t lend a hand 

For the times they are a-changin’ 

 

The line it is drawn, the curse it is cast 

The slow one now will later be fast 

As the present now will later be past 

The order is rapidly fadin’ 

And the first one now will later be last 



10.  Hymn 630:   We Shall Overcome 



11.  Hymn 677:  Let There Be Peace on Earth  





12.   Hymn:  546 Amazing Grace  


