
SCRIPTURE LESSONS                           11-29-2020

Isaiah 64:1-9
1O that you would tear open the heavens and come down,  so that the mountains

would quake at your presence—
2  as when fire kindles brushwood and the fire causes water to boil—to make your

name known to your adversaries  so that the nations might tremble at your presence!
3 When you did awesome deeds that we did not expect,  you came down, the

mountains quaked at your presence.
4 From ages past no one has heard,   no ear has perceived, no eye has seen any God

besides you, who works for those who wait for him.
5 You meet those who gladly do right,  those who remember you in your ways.  But you

were angry, and we sinned; because you hid yourself we transgressed.[b]

6 We have all become like one who is unclean,  and all our righteous deeds are like a

filthy cloth. We all fade like a leaf,  and our iniquities, like the wind, take us away.
7 There is no one who calls on your name, or attempts to take hold of you; for you have

hidden your face from us, and have delivered us into the hand of our iniquity.
8 Yet, O LORD, you are our Father;  we are the clay, and you are our potter; we are all

the work of your hand.
9 Do not be exceedingly angry, O LORD, and do not remember iniquity forever.  Now

consider, we are all your people.

1 Corinthians 1:3-9

3 Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

4I give thanks to my God always for you because of the grace of God that has been
given you in Christ Jesus,

5 for in every way you have been enriched in him, in speech and knowledge of every
kind--

6just as the testimony of Christ has been strengthened among you--

7 so that you are not lacking in any spiritual gift as you wait for the revealing of our Lord
Jesus Christ.

8 He will also strengthen you to the end, so that you may be blameless on the day of
our Lord Jesus Christ.

9 God is faithful; by him you were called into the fellowship of his Son, Jesus Christ our
Lord.

Mark 13: 33, 37

33  Beware, keep alert; for you do not know when the time will come.

37 And what I say to you I say to all: Keep awake. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah+64-1%3A9&version=NRSV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=
Isaiah+64-1%3A9&version=NRSV


SERMON    To Everything There Is a Season –2020 A Season of Waiting

Let us pray.

0 God of Love, 0 God of Truth; Let us say strong things gently and gentle things
strongly. Let us speak the truth in love to all and love the truth that lives in each.
Let us hear the truth as we each need it and live that truth. 0 God, we heed it
through Jesus, our brother and Lord. Amen.

A minister dies and is waiting in line at the Pearly Gates. It’s a long line, it takes hours—but
he’s a patient man, he watches–some are let in, some are not.  Ahead of him is a guy who’s
dressed in sunglasses, a loud shirt, leather jacket, and jeans...and as he waits he
wonders...will this guy really get in–just look at him. All of sudden it’s this guys turn and Saint
Peter addresses him, "Who are you, so that I may know whether or not to admit you to the
Kingdom of Heaven?" The guy replies, "I’m Sammy Scaturo, taxi driver, of –the big Apple--
New York City." St. Peter consults his list. He smiles and says to the taxi driver, "Take this
silken robe and golden staff and enter the Kingdom of Heaven." The taxi driver goes into
Heaven with his robe and staff, and now after waiting and waiting  it’s finally the confident
minister’s turn. He stands erect and booms out, "I am Rev. Joseph Snow, pastor of Calvary for
the last forty-three years." St Peter consults his list. He says to the minister, "Take this cotton
robe and wooden staff and enter the Kingdom of Heaven." "Just a minute," says the minister.
"That man was a taxi driver, and he gets a silken robe and golden staff. How can this be?!"
"Up here, we work by results," says Saint Peter. "While you preached, people slept; while he
drove, people prayed."

Waiting is one of the hardest things to do because it feels like you’re just not doing anything.
And if your young it’s twice as hard.  When we’re children, Christmas always seems so far 
away–like we’re waiting forever for it get here.

And we, like children–us –twenty-first century people certainly have caught on to the act–we’re
not good at waiting just like our children now,

our wealth and technology allow us to access virtually anything we want 

any time we want. 

Everything is sooner,

 faster, and we want our answers now. 

And, we certainly do we love that speed, 

especially technological speed. 

Wait ten seconds to let a web page load? 

Are you kidding? 

Get a faster connection! 

Wait five seconds for a document to print? 

What the heck is wrong with this printer? 

Wait to let yourself cool down before sending that email

 or posting that social media rant?

 Are you kidding? Go, go, go! 

You snooze, you lose, that’s our motto now!



 If anyone needs to learn the Advent virtue of waiting upon the Lord, it’s us.

Virtually the only things we haven’t been able to speed up or shorten are our basic biological
processes. It still takes nine long months to have a baby, just ask Alex or Ben was it easy to
wait for Ian–or did they want to happen quicker–was the waiting hard?   Whether we want to
wait that long or not, it still takes nine long months-- And so, if we want to be with Mary on her
journey toward giving birth to Jesus, we need to settle in for the long haul. We’ve already been
busy doing other things for the first eight months, and now in her last month of pregnancy,
we’re just going to have to take these four weeks of Advent and wait.  But as we wait, let’s get
ready....really ready this year... Our scripture from Isaiah today has an interesting take on
waiting. The writer is marveling at how different the God of Israel is from the other gods in the
cultures of the time. And then the writer remembers, let’s listen to those words again, “When
you did awesome deeds that we did not expect, you came down, the mountains quaked at
your presence. From ages past no one has heard, no ear has perceived, no eye has seen any
God besides you, who works for those who wait for him.”

The prophet is surprised not just by the mighty deeds like earthquakes – the writer is equally
astonished  that here is a God who works for the people, and the people for whom God
works are the people who wait for God.

What is it like to wait for God? Many of us know exactly what that is like. 

We wait for God to explain why a family member died too young. 

We wait for God to open a path out of a marriage that has ended, into a new place where
healing might begin. 

We wait for God to reveal an open door back into a faith community when we’ve been hurt by
so many churches before. 

And of course, virtually this entire year has been a time of waiting. 

We’ve waited during lock-downs and quarantines. We’ve waited on masks and respirators 

and let’s not forget that we waited for something as trivial as toilet paper. 

We’ve waited on test results for COVID-19 wondering whether we are positive or not. 

We’ve waited endless weeks and months, not able to visit our loved ones in hospitals and
nursing homes, in order to protect them. 

We’ve waited on our kids going back to school and waited to see if our jobs would hold out
during the crisis. 

We’ve waited on unemployment checks and stimulus checks. 

We’ve waited in line to vote and waited to see if our mail-in ballot went through, and then
waited on the results of the election. 

We’re waiting for approval on the vaccine. We’re waiting to see how the vaccine will be
distributed. We’re waiting to hear how long the vaccine works for

And we’ve waited and waited and waited to go back to church in the old ways that were
familiar and comfortable to us. 

And now, once again, we’re told to wait–don’t go for a walk with a friend, don’t go to holiday
gatherings...

Waiting for Community Sharing Angels.  Waiting for the Cabinet to make a decision on using
our beloved church building Waiting to see if we can shop for a gift in person.  Waiting to
hear if celebrating Christmas will be with an outdoor Live Nativity.

Waiting to hear–if your family will receive a food basket that is so desperately needed.  

Waiting to hear from Community Sharing if a new pair of boots and pj’s will be ready for your
child–Waiting to find out if there will be a few toys for your little ones, this year needed more



than any other in recent years. It sure is so hard. 2020 has been nothing but a year of waiting. 

Perhaps we are better equipped now than we ever have been

 to understand the often repeated Biblical mandate “to wait upon the Lord.” The Good News
shared with us today is that God is working for us as we wait for God.

And we’re actually doing two kinds of spiritual waiting right now. 

We’re waiting for the coming of the Christ Child on Christmas Day, 

that glorious moment of the birth of our Savior, Jesus Christ, when God comes to be with us in
human form. 

That’s a fixed endpoint that we know ahead of time. Come December 25, we will be
celebrating Jesus’ arrival. 

But we’re doing another kind of waiting. We’re waiting for the signs of the embodiment of God
in our own lives. We’re waiting to see the new and next way that God will be manifest in our
own individual time and place. 

God is with us, but where and how? 

That is how we keep company with Mary:  as the watchful keeper always on the lookout for
the  new revelation waiting to be discovered among the everyday.

Patience is a hard-earned virtue, and many of us are deeply wearied by all the waiting we’ve
had to do,  all the times we’ve had to say no to ourselves, our families and friends this year in
order to stay safe and keep others safe.

 It might feel like 2020 is a year out of time, a wasted and empty expanse that consisted of
nothing but life on hold. 

But is that true?  Was this time of waiting really wasted? 

Mary’s time of waiting is just long as ours has been –the pandemic has been with us for
nine long months and now we’re looking at waiting during the long winter ahead  

What has been blossoming and growing in your heart during this time of waiting?

Have you found new ways to be helpful to a neighbor? Have you baked a new recipe
that you have shared with a new person in town?  What new thing is ready to be born in your
spiritual community  after having been forced to slow down  and really ask what is most
important about church?  Have you embraced church on You-Tube in a new found way? 

Have realized that finding this new way of church has enlarged our faith  community–do you
look forward to welcoming new members when we get back into our church?

How has your family found new strengths and graces by the call to adapt and the sudden
addition  of time spent  together with  new challenges at  school and work?

Mary’s time of waiting has a  purpose. It had a goal and an end, and she faithfully pursued it
with God’s help. As you reflect on your waiting this year, what has God grown in you? 

What will be the gift you offer the world this Christmas as Mary did? 

It takes awake and alert eyes to see the grace  even amid the suffering we’ve endured. 

But the Good News is that the slow, necessary, at times painful work of being changed, is not
up to us alone. God is the agent of our transformation as we wait. 

Knowing that reminds us that we don’t have to figure this out on our own. There is peace and
comfort in the truth that as the endless days of waiting crawl by, 

God is active within us and our communities. Isaiah tells us in our scripture today, 

“Yet, O Lord, you are our Father; we are the clay

and you are our potter; we are all the work of your hand.” 



We are God’s work of art, being painstakingly shaped into the vessel of individuality that will
bring the presence of Christ to the world. You are a masterpiece.  And a masterpiece takes
time. And Paul reminds us of what we most need to hold on to through the long weary days of
waiting for grace: 

“You are not lacking in any spiritual gift as you wait for the revealing of our Lord Jesus Christ.
He will also strengthen you to the end.” 

Look back on this year and see the strength with which you endured its trials. See the
creativity with which your spiritual community sought to walk together in new ways. See the
call to justice and peace that rang even through our most bitter divides in society. 

And know that it has all led to this, Happy New Year! –the church new year that is, for this is
the beginning of the liturgical year–which begins with the season of Advent, the time of
upheaval and waiting, of change and pause, of grace and truth. 

And so, we pray, and we stick together, and we love one another, and we wait upon the Lord.
And as we ready ourselves for the happy birth of our Savior; let us remember Isaiah, the great
prophet of the Advent season, who announced the Good News: “Those who wait for
the Lord shall renew their strength, they shall mount up with wings like eagles, they shall run
and not be weary, they shall walk and not faint.” Amen.

BENEDICTION

 May the God of mercy keep you, the Holy Spirit cheer you and Christ in glory greet you now
and at the day of his coming. Amen.  



Prayer of Pastoral Care and Offering Nov 29, 2020 Dorset  Advent I

God of power and glory, we remember your awesome deeds across the ages—

the times you saved us and brought us home.  Yet, we also remember times 

when we felt alone and afraid.  O God, we are your people, the work of your hand.  

Look upon us with your shining face, especially in time of need.

Renew the spirit of a world grown weary with waiting and hoping.

Especially we pray for wars to end, for hunger and poverty to be crowded out 

by abundance.      Your people continue to live and die, to struggle

and to suffer from COVID 19 across our land and in our world.  

May our leaders not to deny its existence as we seek to do the things that we can 

to protect one another.  May we as a society uphold the heroes among us

on all the front lines of care giving.

We pray, O God, for those who look to you for healing and hope …

For those who are sick or recuperating from illness and injury …

For those who are lonely and need companionship and care …

We pray for those for whom the holidays bring sorrow or pain …

those whose deep sadness overshadows joy …

Let your face shine upon us in these days of Advent, O God.   

We pray, too, for the church because we also grow weary 

in our waiting and watching, especially in times of restrictions

on the gatherings of families and friends …

We lift before you the people on our church’s prayer list …

May your face shine upon the church and all this weary world.

In the name of the One born in a manger we pray. Amen   

Invitation and Dedication of Offering

God has enriched us in every way – 

in speech, knowledge and spiritual gifts. 

From the fellowship of Jesus, we are sent out

to share with thanksgiving what we have received.

Let us pray:   

Faithful God, we thank you that Christ is being revealed

in every time and place. Open our eyes to see and respond.

Strengthen our sharing of hope and spiritual gifts.

Bless these offerings and all pledges for the coming year.

Increase generosity in us we pray, 

as we wait upon the dawning of your love.  Amen.


