
Let us pray.

0 God of Love, 0 God of Truth;

Let us say strong things gently and gentle things strongly. Let us speak the truth in love
to all and love the truth that lives in each.

Let us hear the truth as we each need it and live that truth. 0 God, we heed it through
Jesus; Your Word & our Lord. Amen.

Island Vacations

Isaiah 42: 10 if "Sing to the Lord a new song ofp  raise to the ends of the earth! Let
the sea roar and all that fills it.

Let the islanders and the desert dwellers lift up their voices and sing for joy.

Revelation 1:9 "1", John, your brother and ftllow traveler in the tribulation and kingdom and
perseverance in Jesus, was on the island called Patmos because of the word of God and
testimony of Jesus... "

Revelation 16: 19b ff. "The cities of the nations collapsed and every island was fled, and no
mountain top was seen. .. "

Acts 1:8 (The last words Jesus spoke to his disciples after his resurrection,) "Receive the
power of the Holy Spirit upon you, and be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in Judea and Samaria
and to the ends of the earth. "

 * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

I know what some of you are thinking.

"Jim will do anything to prolong his vacation!"

Well, prolonged - yes; vacation - no.

An attack of kidney stones and the surgery afterward

HAS BEEN NO VACATION!

But then, whose vacation this year

turned out to be what they planned?

Haven't we all had to sacrifice? - at least the responsible

and mature among us.

This pandemic has forced upon America,

more sacrifice, than since the rationing of W.W. 2

and the deprivation of The Great Depression.

But let us remember, carrying the cross of Jesus

implies sacrifice.
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So "stay-cations" have replaced vacations,.

We've all tried to make the best of our isolation.

These last 2 months, Esther and I have worked on

so many projects at our home in Shoreham, VT.

we are thinking of renaming it "Chore-ham" !

Our many days of same-ness felt like we were living

on our own little island.

There' s the cartoon of two guys on a deserted island.

One asked, "What day do you think it is?"

To which the other answered, "I think it's Thursday.

 It feels like I'm missing choir practice." Yes ! Detached describes how we felt.

But when we reconnected to the wider world

it seemed as if our whole nation had detached.

The United States of America had become like

Micronesia - a bunch of islands

in the midst of an ocean named Covid 1 9.

Despite all the ways of our modern world can help

to shrink distance between people and cultures

and mold us into a global village of love,

instead, we misunderstand each other more

and our ability to empathize with one other' s

dilemmas and dreams less.

White Americans, black Americans,

brown and yellow Americans

each live on separate islands.

Democrats and Republicans live on their islands.

Many feel that Washington is an island.

Likewise Wall Street.

I see many neighborhoods turning into islands.

Universities are trying to become islands.

And certain churches preach an "island mentality." 

The influence of geography upon psychology, theology,

and culture is huge.

The findings of a university study said

extroverts choose to vacation on beaches

whereas introverts choose mountains and lakes.

Give me mountains and lakes any time!
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But in today' s sermon, I'm not talking vacations.
I'm talking about "stay-cations".
In other words, where people live - not just physically,
but emotionally, politically, socially, body, mind & soul.

In his monumental study on geographical psychology,

Peter Renfrow points out that few things

mold us into who we become, more than where we live.

Not as much nation, but more so one' s specific location;

like mountain top, valley, wide-open plains,

crowded cities, lush forests or surf pounding shores.

Renfrow' s research was called "ground breaking",

but the bible knew all this long before we moderns.

The prophet Isaiah wrote centuries before Jesus' time.

"Sing to the Lord a new song ofp  raise to

the ends of the earth! Let the sea roar and all that f ills it.

Let the islanders and the desert dwellers lift up their voices

and sing for joy. "

And John the Baptist proclaimed,

"Prepare ye, the way of the Lord"

Straighten the paths, level the valleys, lower the mountains,

smooth all the rough places

so that all flesh may know God 's salvation.

Yes ! The ancients knew well
how much place and space can impact mind and soul.

And John the Baptist even cautions us,

geography can be a hindrance to God' s salvation! 

This leads me back to the spiritual geography of America.

Even though we may think we live on the mainland,

our divisions suggest that more and more we are living

on islands of politics, islands of class, islands of race

islands of heart, mind and soul.

It is incumbent upon us that we consider our own "island mentality".

And to do that we need to have a fuller sense

of what it is.
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And, for Christians, the bible offers an excellent example of island
mentality in the  Book of Revelation.

Revelation was written by a man named John.

And right up front, he describes his point of view:

"I, John, your brother and fellow traveler in the tribulation, kingdom and perseverance of Jesus,

was on the island of Patmos.

One Sunday, I was in a spiritual state and heard a voice

saying, Write your visions to the seven churches. . . "

Revelation is the only book in the New Testament 

that definitively names the place where it was written.

In other words, geography is part of the message,

thus, Revelation shines much light on island mentality.

it highlights the trait of isolation.

By their very nature, islands are surrounded by water,

looking solitary.

Such geography easily breeds island isolation 

and that isolation trickles down into thoughts & ideas.

Media experts now a days, have labeled this

"living in a bubble".

Instead of people being open to multiple points of view

and conflicting ideas and historic and scientific truth

they love watching the same news,

reading the same web-sites,

believing the same authorities,

as everyone else living on their island.

John's experience on Patmos adds a certain darkness

to this isolation.

Patmos is a little Greek island in the Aegean Sea,

about 1 3 sq. miles in size.

A friend of mine once visited Patmos

and remembers it as rocky, barren and basic.

Not much to commend it

except the monastery of St. John

and the so-called "cave" where he wrote his visions. Tradition tells us that
John was exiled to Patmos

by the Romans as persecution for his preaching.

©2020 JHGray



Imagine yourself in cave. Pretty dark, right?

Well, the Book of Revelation as scripture is dark too.

As dark as any Stephen King horror movie,

replete with dragons devouring babies, warring beast

and birds, & undisguised in-your-face condemnations.

Now, let' s compare John' s revelation to

the revelation of Easter.

Easter wasn't about remaining in caves,

it was about rolling away stones and coming out,

exposing ourselves to the transcending and magnificent

light of God through Jesus, Christ.

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

A 2nd trait of island mentality is exclusivity.

Urban Dictionary defines "island mentality" this way:

"A psychological state believing in the superiority, correctness & specialness of

one's culture or community."

In English, islands are well named - "I-lands" 

places where self-importance gets magnified

and self-greatness exaggerated.

Where me, myself and mine becomes one' s constant.

When you combine isolation with exclusivity

you get an attitude of "Us against the world.",

"suspicion of foreigners"

and intense loyalty to one' s own kind.

And it is clear right now how exclusivity

has taken over America .

We don't want to share America with strangers,

and many believe we are divinely chosen to have it.

The Book of Revelation is loaded with such exclusivity.

In Chpt. 1 4, John wrote:

"And I heard the voice from heaven. . .singing a new song

before the throne. . .No one could learn that song except the one
hundred forty-four thousand who have been redeemed. . . They have
been redeemed as the first-fruits of God and the Lamb and (as such)
are blameless. "
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Contrast this with to the message of the Gospel of Easter.

In the Book of Acts,

when the Risen Lord makes his final appearance,

he gives his disciples their marching orders "Receive the power
of the Holy Spirit upon you,

and be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in Judea and Samaria and to the ends of
the earth. "

The redemption of Easter isn't just for some, it's for all!

It is universal not exclusive.

 * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

After isolation and exclusivity,
a 3rd trait of island mentality is coded-language.

And the Book of Revelation may just be

the world' s most famous example of coded-language.

For example, the ominous number "666" (Revelation 13)

has been found to be the numerical name of "Nero",

the infamous emperor, who fiddled as Rome burned,

and blamed it on the Christians.

Alas, as for the rest of Revelation' s symbolism,

no expert has ever cracked the code.

Oh! I've heard many preachers say they have

and many Christians believe them.

But, my point is every island has it's coded language,

and to those living on other islands find such codes

maddening and divisive.

In this highly charged atmosphere we see Americans
struggling mightily

to understand one other' s codes.

The simple word, "Suburb" has become code.

"Nasty" is now a code-word.

Mask-wearing has become coded behavior.

So too is waving the confederate flag

and kneeling during the national anthem.

We are pitifully ignorant of each other' s codes,

because our society has been so divided

into islands.
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 * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

So what are Christians supposed to do?

I'm reminded of the quip by that dead-pan comedian,

Stephen Wright, who once said,

"Someone asked me,

'If you were stranded on a deserted island

what book would you most wish you had?'

My answer would be, "How To Build A Boat! "

Getting off our islands of isolation, exclusivity & code

is the first step.

Like one NBA player said the other day,

"We can't just play games in our bubble and turn our

backs to the injustice in America."

 

Even John of Patmos wrote in Revelation 1 6;

"The cities of the nations collapsed

and every island was fled, and no mountain
top was seen. . .

Of course, it needs to be said

not everyone who lives on an island is imprisoned by

"island mentality"

I think of Puerto Rico and New Zealand,

two islands with great multi-cultural societies

and global perspectives.

Esther and I know and love Iona, a tiny island in the

Heberdies - 1 mile wide and 3 miles long 

off the coast of Scotland.

On it is an amazing spiritual community
living in a 4th C. monastery

from which St. Columba launched Celtic Christianity

into Scotland and wider Britain.

Today, that community,

has one of the most global outreaches

of God' s universal love in the entire world.

Yes, Christ calls us to leave our island mentality,

but more importantly we are called to

learn to SWIM IN THE OCEANS .
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Islands aren't isolated, they are connected.

Connected by oceans and seas.

And spiritually speaking, God's love is an ocean, God' s truth is a sea and upon
them blows the winds of

The Holy Spirit, and the currents of each is the grace

of Jesus Christ.

As that great hymn goes:

"There's a wideness in God's mercy,

like the wideness of the seas.

There's a kindness in God's justice

which is truly liberty."

 * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

All this inspires me to conclude with the story of

Easter Island.

It was so named by western explorers

when the Dutch sailed upon it on Easter Day, 1 722.

Upon landing,

they discovered the remains of a rich culture,

highlighted by 900 giant statues,

each weighing about 1 3 tons,

and placed ceremoniously around an extinct volcano

to celebrate the greatness of its inhabitants.

Ironically, as these monuments to human ego

have stood the test of time,

the people living there did not.

Civil war, environmental degradation and finally

an epidemic wiped them out.

In other words, "Island mentality" killed itself.

And so, in closing, sisters and brothers,

let it be our prayer

that the Holy Spirit shall sail into our lives

bringing the truth of Easter

to transcend our many islands :

and be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in Judea and Samaria and to the ends
of the earth. "

Amen.

 * * * * * * * * * * *
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And may the Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,

and the Love of God

and the global fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with each and
every one of us today and forever more. Amen.
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Dorset Church Pastoral Prayer

Sun, August 30, 2020

0 God, thank you for the gift of this new week. May the whole earth praise your name. In
this season we thank you for the abundance of produce from gardens and farms. Thank you
for outreach to the hungry and our part in it.

We lift up in prayer all who have faced winds and flooding from Hurricane Laura in
Louisiana and Texas, especially during the continuing pandemic.

Be with those fighting wild fires in California and those living through them.

We pray for the world and for its leaders and for leaders in our government in all its
branches. Hear our prayers for truth-telling and energy in the presidential campaign.

May hate, vitriol and deliberate untruth be put aside. Energize our prayers for those with
opposing views.

We pray for progress in stemming the tide of infection and death from COVID 19.

Hear our heartfelt gratitude for all healthcare workers on the front lines of caring for others and
for their own families. In the months ahead may we not lose hope in working for the safety and
well-being of everyone. Be with all who face grief and loss.

May we as a people be renewed in caring support of one another.

We lift up in prayer those on our church's prayer list. . .

0 God, we thank you for your church. Attune us to your purpose and presence among us.
Arouse the leaders of your church to prophetic witness. Help them to proclaim your justice
fearlessly, to embody your righteousness sincerely, and to practice your mercy selflessly.

God of mystery and might, whose wonderful works are to be remembered, move
in our lives, change our minds, soften our hearts, and direct our feet, that we may
follow you more faithfully this day and every day.

May we connect with people around the world in seeking justice, living with kindness and
walking humbly with you. In Jesus name we pray. Amen.


