
LENTEN FILM FESTIVAL 

Since we've canceled all group meetings at the church building to curb the spread of the corona virus, we've decided
to bring as much "church" to you, instead of you coming to church. Hence our "Lenten Film Festival" to enjoy at home.
Each week in Lent we have selected a movie which was a popular, highly rated film when it came out in the theaters.
We also provide a study guide which is meant to deepen your appreciation of the film by helping discover hidden
religious themes. If you are able to watch the movie with others, discuss the study guide questions aloud. Although, Rev.
Gray cannot be with you in person, we would greatly appreciate your e-feedback so as to help us enlarge the film's
deeper meaning for future viewings.  God bless and enjoy the movie.

"The Waking Of Ned Divine"

"Waking Of Ned Divine" is a charming and at times funny film that will appeal to an adult audience best. The film was
made in 1998 and its plot is cute and its ending surprising, but it is not a fast-action special- affects film. At times, the
scenery is breath-taking. Most of the key characters are adults, and their Irish accents are sometimes thick and
colloquial making it hard to discern. But the overall story and touching drama carries the viewer along nicely. There are
moments of humorous nudity, humorous scenes regarding death and accidents, and numerous adventures at the local
pub, but none of these are gratuitous and all add to the story's cultural authenticity. The film is 1 hr. and 3 1 minutes in
length so allow at least 2 hours for watching and discussing.

Sites to rent the movie include (There may be others) 

 https://www.redbox.com/ondemand-movies/waking-ned-devine?query=the%20waking%20of%20ned%20devine

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RMaziF5L90U

https://www.amazon.com/Waking-Ned-Devine-Ian-Bannen/dp/B009EECW9U/ref=sr_1_1?crid=WRWTVXXJ8Z0U&keywords=wa
king+ned+devine+prime+video&qid=1585064770&sprefix=the+waking+of+ned%2Caps%2C166&sr=8-1

https://play.google.com/store/search?q=the%20waking%20of%20ned%20devine&c=movies

STUDY GUIDE

1. The number of villagers is key to pin-pointing the movie's symbolic meaning.

How many were there and what does that suggest?

Hint: Pentecost is considered the "birthday of the Christian church.”  It is celebrated 50 days after Easter. There are 53 residents
of Tullymore 50 plus the three days after the crucifixion leading to the resurrection tallies 53.

2. Read Acts 2:1-21 & 4:32-5:6. What echos of Pentecost do you find in the film?

3. Discuss the possible symbolism of the following:

C   The Chicken Dinner
C   The Lottery 
C   Ned Divine
C  The Pig Farmer (Note: Jews were forbidden to eat or handle pigs) 
C  The Little Boy 
C  The Priest
C  The Cheating Old Lady 
C  The Island

4. What other symbolism speaks to you?

5. How did this movie speak to you?

6. HERE'S MY TAKE.

The Waking of Ned Divine is a parable of the Pentecost Church; the experience of the very first church and the dynamics that
gave it life after the death of Jesus. (Ned Divine) The luck of the lottery represents the power of the Holy Spirit that brought those
early believers together and helped them overcome many of their previous divisions and be deeply invested in this new
community, much later called "Christianity." Their simple and straightforward sense of togetherness, care and tolerance and their
celebrations of love and joy (The Chicken Dinner represents their early version of the Sacrament of Holy Communion, which they
called "An Agape Feast") was like that of living on an island. Indeed they were an island of faith for years to come. End with a
discussion of what this film can teach our day and age.
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